
Celebrating 125 years from 1896-2021

Paper started in formative decade for Wilson

Morgan Dickerman, right, stands with his children, Morgan Paul, left, and Troy Gold, in front of a marker honorning 
Dickerman’s grandmother, Elizabeth Swindell. Drew C. Wilson | Times

Gold family 
began publishing 
company here
By Keith Taylor 
Updated from the Times Centennial Edition

The Wilson Daily Times traces its 
origins to a preacher who published 
a religious periodical and to his son, 
who joined the publishing company 

and later established a 
community newspaper.

Pleasant Daniel Gold 
was a Primitive Bap-
tist elder who brought 
Zion’s Landmark, a 
church publication, to 
Wilson when he and his 
family moved here from 
Scotland Neck in 1870. 
One of his sons, John 
Daniel Gold, eventually 
joined his father in the 
publishing business.

The business enabled 
John Gold to establish 
The Wilson Times, a 
weekly newspaper, on 
Feb. 17, 1896. The first 

edition was dated incorrectly as 
Feb. 14, 1895. The paper later ex-
panded into a semi-weekly and then 
became The Daily Times on Feb. 17, 
1902, according to a 1921 edition of 
the paper.

Pleasant D. Gold was a farmer’s 
son born March 25, 1833, in Ruther-
ford County in western North Caroli-
na. He studied law at Furman Univer-
sity in South Carolina. He practiced 
law for two years before giving up 
the profession to enter ministry, first 
as a Missionary Baptist.

During the Civil War, Gold served 
as a chaplain in the Confederate 
army. Also during the war, in 1863, 
Gold married Julia Pipkin of Lenoir 
County. The Golds settled in eastern 
North Carolina after the war.

Pleasant Gold soon became inter-
ested in Primitive Baptist doctrine 
and emerged as a popular leader in 
that denomination.

In 1867, Elder Gold joined Elder 
L.I. Bodenheimer in editing and 
publishing the fledging Zion’s 
Landmark. In 1870, the Gold family 
moved to Wilson, where Elder Gold 
established a job printing shop and 
continued to edit and publish Zion’s 
Landmark.

Josephus Daniels, in his 1939 
book “Tar Heel Editor,” wrote of 
Gold, “He was a master of logic, 
profoundly versed in the Scripture 
and had a well-rounded education.”

Daniels said he has printed Zion’s 

John Gold

P.D. Gold

‘Our family’s rock’  
for 125 years 

By Corey Friedman
cfriedman@wilsontimes.com | 252-265-7813 

When the picture had to be perfect, 
Secret Service agents’ scowls were a 
small price to pay. 

Morgan Dickerman III risked the 
wrath of President Jimmy Carter’s 
entourage as the commander-in-chief 
entered the Growers Warehouse for a 
mock tobacco auction during a visit to 
Wilson on Aug. 5, 1978.  

“I took a picture of him in the ware-
house. The Secret Service told me 
I couldn’t use a flash,” Dickerman 
recalled. “I was not going to fail my as-
signment, so I took two flash photos.” 

The gamble paid off when Manag-
ing Editor John Scott selected one of 
Dickerman’s snapshots to accompany 
The Wilson Daily Times’ lead story. 
Like any other photographer, Publish-
er Elizabeth Gold Swindell’s then-24-
year-old grandson had to earn his way 
onto the front page. 

“Mr. Scott didn’t show me any favor-
itism,” Dickerman said. “I didn’t want 

to be the grandson of the owner and 
mess up a picture.” 

From stuffing newspapers with thick 
bundles of inserts and filling in as a 
paperboy to taking his place in the 
publisher’s chair, Dickerman always 
felt a ponderous sense of responsibil-
ity. As The Wilson Times marks its 
125th anniversary, its fifth-generation 
owner is proud of the community in-
stitution that’s stood the test of time 
under his family’s stewardship. 

“My whole life is the newspaper. 
It always has been,” he said. “I think 
the newspaper has been our family’s 
rock.” 

The Times is now the flagship of 
Restoration NewsMedia, a company 
Dickerman formed in April 2019 to 
help community newspapers endure 
economic challenges roiling the news 
publishing industry. Restoration owns 
five papers and provides consulting, 
management and design services for 
nearly a dozen others. 

Serving as chairman and CEO, 
Dickerman notes the Times’ unique 

staying power in an age of closures, 
consolidation and buyouts where one 
publicly traded corporation owns a 
sixth of all U.S. newspapers. 

“It’s very rare to have an inde-
pendent newspaper, one that’s not 
corporate-owned, that cares about the 
values of the community and serves 
the community,” he said. 

ROOTED IN FAITH 

Nearly three decades before the 
Times’ first edition rolled off the press 
in February 1896, Primitive Baptist el-
der Pleasant Daniel Gold started a de-
nominational newspaper called Zion’s 
Landmark. The thriving family print 
shop built around that publication 
enabled his son, John Daniel Gold, to 
launch The Wilson Times. 

“I believe this newspaper has been 
blessed and guided by God. In fact, I 
don’t believe — I know,” Dickerman 
said. “I’ve become a lot stronger in my 

By Drew C. Wilson
dwilson@wilsontimes.com |  
252-265-7818

When The Wilson Times 
printed its first editions, it was 
in one of the most formative 
decades of the city’s early life.

Wilson was incorporated on 
Jan. 29, 1849, and became the 
Wilson County seat in 1855.

It wasn’t until the decade 
between 1890 and 1900 that 
things really started to pick 
up steam in Wilson, accord-
ing to a compilation of facts 
about Wilson published by 
the Wilson Chamber of Com-
merce in 1934.

In 1890, the first tobacco 
warehouse was built in Wilson. 
In that year, 1.5 million pounds 
of tobacco came to market in 
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the town that would ulti-
mately become known as 
the largest tobacco mar-
ket in the world. In 1975, 
some 102 million pounds 
of the golden leaf came to 
market, the largest year of 
all time.

A second important 
note about this decade is 
the start of industrial and 
manufacturing develop-
ment in Wilson: cotton 
mills, wagon manufactur-
ing and cigarette making 

companies.
The success of all 

of it was bolstered by 
the construction of the 
Norfolk-Southern rail-
way, which began a vital 
transportation connec-
tion to important cities 
north and south along 
the East Coast as well as 
connectivity to the large 
shipping port at Norfolk. 
The access put Wilson in 
a considerably improved 
strategic position for 
commercial activity.

Finally, the decade 
brought progress and 
growth due to the city 
on improvements in the 

form of the city’s first 
public utilities. An electric 
light plant was built and 
opened in 1892 paid for 
by a $15,000 bond issue. 
When the lights were 
turned on in 1893, the 
city’s water works started 
with a $60,000 bond issue.

Wilson’s first hospital 
was established in 1898 by 
Dr. C.E. Moore and Dr. Al-
bert Anderson, two prom-
inent physicians,whose 
pioneering work led to 
the opening of the Moore-
Herring Hospital and the 
Mercy Hospital in 1913 
and Carolina General 
Hospital in 1920.

continued from page 1

Paper:

MAYOR

CITY COUNCIL

POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

FIRE 
DEPARTMENT

1896 2021
Jonathan F. 
Bruton

J.L. Weaver
J.T. Ellis
George Hackney
P.B. Deans
Earnest Deans

Carlton Stevens

Michael S. Bell
Gillettia Morgan
Derrick D. Creech
Donald I. Evans
William Fyle
James Johnson
Logan T. Lyles

1 chief
3 sworn officers

45 members
2 steam engine
3 hose carts
1,500 feet of 
cotton, rubber-
lined hose in 
good condition

1 chief
166 sworn officers

100 career members
4 front line engines
1 front line quint engine/
ladder (75 feet)
1 front line tower ladder 
(100 feet)
2 reserve engines
1 reserve quint (75 feet)
1 Hazmat unit
4 squad units with 
specialty response
1 special operations 
trench collapse trailer
1 boat and 1 raft
1 fire investigation trailer
57,016 feet of hose of 
various sizes

Landmark for Gold, who 
worked on the paper at 
his home. “He wrote with 
convincing clearness and 
was regarded as the great 
expositor of Primitive 
Baptist doctrine,” Daniels 
said.

“... He was not only an 
able preacher and gifted 
writer but a man of fine 
business judgment and 
prospered financially, 
sending all his sons to 
college.”

Elder Gold also served 
as pastor of Wilson 
Primitive Baptist Church 
as well as Falls of Tar 

River Church in Rocky 
Mount. Daniels wrote 
that Gold was in great 
demand as a preacher.

Elder Gold and his 
wife had seven children: 
John D., Mary, Joseph M., 
Charles W., P.D., Ruth and 
Bessie. He died in 1920. 
Charles W. Gold and P.D. 
Gold Jr. founded Jeffer-
son Standard Life Insur-
ance Co. of Greensboro.

Elder Gold’s son and 
future publishing part-
ner, John, was born in 
Scotland Neck on Oct. 
24, 1867, the same year 
Zion’s Landmark com-
menced publication.

In Wilson, John Gold 
attended Wilson Colle-
giate Institute and assist-
ed his father in publish-

ing the Landmark at the 
P.D. Gold Publishing Co.

During his late teens, 
John Gold also operated 
his father’s farm near 
Wilson, thereby becom-
ing one of the earliest 
Wilson County tobacco 
growers. At age 20, how-
ever, John Gold gave up 
farming to devote him-
self to the family publish-
ing business full time.

Later in life, Gold re-
counted that he had only 
one subscriber when he 
started his newspaper. 
Within six years, how-
ever, he was able to con-
vert to daily publication. 
He would tell potential 
subscribers who were 
illiterate, “Let me send 
you the paper for a year; 

continued from page 1

Golds:

Scan this QR code with your smartphone 
or mobile device to browse a gallery of 
the Times’ historic front pages, from the 
Pearl Harbor bombing to the moon land-
ing to the Sept. 11 terror attacks.
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Former editor happy with move to Wilson
I had 

never 
been to 
Wilson. 
I wasn’t 
sure 
where it 
was, but 
I needed 
a job, and 
a head-

hunter for Landmark 
Communications told me 
that The Wilson Daily 
Times was looking for 
a managing editor. So I 
found Wilson on the map 
and headed up I-95 from 
Marion, South Carolina, 
where I had been filling 
in an employment gap 
with temporary work 
running a weekly paper, 
to find my next job. 

My star reporter and I 
had both resigned from 
the Virginia daily that 
had given me my previ-
ous editing job when that 
newspaper’s owner over-
ruled me, the reporter 
and the paper’s lawyers 
and ordered us not to 
publish the devastating 
story the reporter had 
nailed down about a cor-
rupt local politician.

I looked over the land-
scape as I approached 
this town that was to be 
my home for the foresee-
able future. A small city 
of about 30,000 at the 
time, Wilson seemed like 
a good choice, though I 
had never lived in east-
ern North Carolina and 
found the culture a bit 
different. I hated my 
schedule on the Virginia 
paper, a morning daily. 
I went to work around 3 
p.m., often earlier, and 
would plan to leave by 
midnight but almost al-
ways stayed later.

I rarely saw my chil-
dren, who were asleep 
when I came home, and I 
was usually asleep when 
our oldest left for school 
in the morning. Making 
time to have dinner with 

my family was the only 
opportunity I had to be 
with my wife and chil-
dren most days.

After I’d been in Wil-
son, an afternoon paper 
with more normal work-
ing hours, I was asked 
how I liked the change. I 
said, “I feel like I’ve died 
and gone to heaven.” I 
could see my children 
and my wife again!

WELCOMING STAFF

A feuding, distrustful 
family owned the Virgin-
ia paper, and I was a little 
wary of another family-
owned paper, but the Wil-
son Times owners cared 
more about each other 
and their employees. 

At the newspaper of-
fice, an old brick building 
that had been renovated 
numerous times and 
served many purposes 
besides the newspaper 
business, I found a wel-
coming staff who seemed 
eager to meet me and 
urge me to stay.

I asked Editor John 
Scott, in his glassed-in 
editor’s office in a corner 
of a newsroom no one 
would admit to plan-
ning, a helter-skelter, 
often changed room full 
of old desks and manual 
typewriters, to describe 
what Wilson is like. “It’s 
a good place to raise chil-
dren,” he said. I had three 
small children, and that 
description was exactly 
what I needed to make 
this move. I was 30 years 
old.

I agreed to start work 
on Jan. 4, 1980, and I was 
astounded by the hos-
pitality and helpfulness 
of the entire newspaper 
staff. They found a small 
house for me to rent, and 
we moved in on New 
Year’s Day. Margaret 
Dickerman, the newspa-
per’s owner and grand-
daughter of the paper’s 

founder, brought a pot of 
homemade soup to our 
rental house, examples of 
the kind of caring we ex-
perienced from everyone 
at the paper.

Local officials, such as 
Mayor Ralph El Ramey, 
County Commissioner 
Roy Champion and many 
others, helped me feel at 
home here.

Scott, a meticulous 
copy editor whose previ-
ous career was in law en-
forcement, was kind and 
helpful and allowed some 
mistakes without raising 
his voice.

Roy Taylor, the “wire 
editor” when I arrived, 
retired with the title of 
editor. At his retirement 
dinner, he confessed that 
he had only a fourth-
grade education. A farm 
boy in eastern North 
Carolina, he was not well 
educated, but he was 
surely smart. He was eas-
ily the best speller in the 
newsroom, although I 
had won the county spell-
ing bee when I was in the 
eighth grade, and John 
Scott was a crackerjack 
editor.

Roy wrote two books 
about his life as the son 
of a sharecropper in 
the 1930s. I have kept a 
note he left for me as he 
was scheduled for aortal 
hernia surgery. “You’re 
a good man, Hal,” he 
wrote. I’ve kept that little 
slip of paper for more 
than 40 years. Roy came 

through the surgery like 
a man half his age.

Tom Ham and Russell 
Rawlings comprised the 
sports department, which  
was just a couple of 
desks in the newsroom. 
There was no sign or 
boundaries that defined 
that department. Ditto 
for the “Women’s Depart-
ment,” staffed by two 
women, Ginny Stoeck-
lein and Ann Feetham. 
I was responsible for 
the Sports Department, 
but Tom and Russell 
needed no supervision 
from me. Tom was the 
hardest working, inde-
fatigable man I’ve ever 
known. He had built a 
Sports Department that 
was admired throughout 
eastern North Carolina. 
If a sports event hap-
pened within 30 or 40 
miles, Tom felt obligated 
to cover it. He would put 
in more hours in one day 
than most employees 
worked in half a week. 
Although he was not 
always tactful, he built a 
loyal, admiring staff. 

Russell was one of the 
naturally funniest people 
I’ve ever known. You 
could always count on a 
sotto voce comment from 
Russell to lighten the 
atmosphere in the news-
room. The Sports Depart-
ment could not keep Rus-
sell. He went on to be our 
city editor, worked for 
Barton College in public 
relations and eventually 

took a similar job with 
the N.C. Bar Association. 
He made friends with 
fans from all of his ca-
reers. 

NEWSPAPER FAMILY

If not having feuding 
owners suing each other 
and backstabbing, which 
was what I left in Virgin-
ia, was not enough, I also 
found out The Wilson 
Daily Times encouraged 
employees to socialize to-
gether. Company Christ-
mas parties in the 1980s 
were welcome escapes 
for my wife and me. 
Employees and spouses 
would all get together for 
a meal followed by music 
for dancing and generous 
door prizes. My wife and 
I came to look forward to 
those parties every year, 
our only opportunity to 
dance.

The Dickerman family, 
owner of the newspaper, 
liked to describe employ-
ees as “family,” and in 
many ways, that was ac-
curate. When we had just 
one car, and I would have 
to miss an Associated 
Press meeting on the 
coast because I couldn’t 
leave my wife without a 
car all weekend, so Mar-
garet Dickerman gave 
me the keys to her car.

Claude Starling, who 
came to the paper two 
years before I did, had 
a similar experience 
with Paul Dickerman. 

Claude’s car broke down 
on a Friday the 13th, and 
Paul Dickerman gave 
him the keys to his own 
car until Claude could get 
another vehicle.

Thoughtful favors such 
as these definitely provid-
ed a family atmosphere. 
Families eat together, and 
it seemed that frequent 
special occasions — a 
birthday, a retirement 
or an official announce-
ment would turn into 
a grand feast, either as 
a potluck lunch or a 
company-financed meal 
and get-together, a sort of 
family reunion. The joke 
circulated among staff 
that you won’t get rich 
working here, but at least 
you won’t starve.

Traditions at The Wil-
son Daily Times were 
upheld by long-term em-
ployees such as L.J. John-
son, Royce Goff, “Miss 
Ruby,” Larry Sullivan 
and others. Employees of 
40 or 50 years’ duration 
were not uncommon.

Perhaps the most sig-
nificant event for news-
room staff in the past 40 
years was the move in 
1983 to a new, specially  
designed building at 2001 
Downing St. That move 
broke the staff away from 
typewriters and put them 
on computer keyboards. 
A number of generations 
of computer equipment 
and software have been 
used since then as tech-
nology changed. One 
major upgrade allowed 
layout artists to lay out 
pages on their comput-
ers, making a final break 
from pencil and paper.

MAJOR HEADLINES

Taking the managing 
editor job in Wilson al-
lowed me the opportunity 
to lead coverage of sev-
eral major news stories. 

HAL 
TARLETON

See TARLETON, Page 4

Thoughtful favors … definitely provided a family 
atmosphere. Families eat together, and it seemed that 
frequent special occasions — a birthday, a retirement or 
an official announcement would turn into a grand feast, 
either as a potluck lunch or a company-financed meal and 
get-together, a sort of family reunion. The joke circulated 
among staff that you won’t get rich working here, but at 
least you won’t starve.
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In 1980, political North 
Carolinians were looking 
forward to 1984, when 
Gov. Jim Hunt, a Wilson 
County resident, would 
challenge U.S. Sen. Jesse 
Helms. It was the elec-
tion of a lifetime. We took 
the bold step of trying to 
conduct a scientific poll 
of Wilson County resi-
dents. Trip Purcell, who 
worked several stints at 
the Daily Times before 
changing careers to fi-
nance, had done some 
polling in college and 
felt confident we could 
do a reputable poll. I had 
taken a statistics course 
and felt like I understood 
the basics of polling. The 
two of us enlisted staff 
and volunteers to make 
random telephone calls 
to active phone numbers 
in Wilson County homes. 
Our poll results showed 
Hunt to be less popular 

in Wilson County than he 
was statewide.

We sent a reporter to 
Hunt’s victory party in 
Raleigh late election 
night, but it turned out 
to be a downer as Hunt, 
narrowly defeated, 
conceded the race. He 
later said he was glad he 
didn’t have to move to 
Washington as one of 100 
senators.

I had the privilege of 
getting at least two per-
sonal interviews with 
Hunt as he ran twice 
more for governor. At 
the end of his last term, I 
interviewed Hunt at the 
Executive Mansion as the 
family prepared to move 
back to his Rock Ridge 
home. That was one of 
the best interviews I had 
in more than 30 years in 
journalism.

When I arrived in 1980, 
folks at the paper were 
still reminiscing about 
1954, when Hurricane 
Hazel roared through 
Wilson at midday. The 
story about Elizabeth 

Swindell, the paper’s 
owner and business 
manager, borrowing 
a generator from the 
county fair, which hap-
pened to be in town, has 
become legend. With that 
massive generator, the 
Daily Times was able to 
get the paper out, several 
hours late. We did not 
have serious hurricane 
damage for my first 16 

years in Wilson, but 
Hurricane Fran in 1996 
and Hurricane Floyd in 
1999 made up for any 
lag in excitement. Fran 
left Wilson torn asunder; 
its high winds uprooted 
trees, knocked out power 
and phone lines and pre-
sented serious problems 
for news media.

I gathered as many 
reporters as I could 

contact into a darkened 
newsroom (power was 
out) and gave them as-
signments to cover dam-
age we knew of and to 
talk to people affected 
by the storm (everybody 
in town). I told them 
they had the privilege 
of covering the story of 
a lifetime! I’m not sure 
any of the bedraggled 
reporters were inspired, 
but we did get the paper 
out after sending a team 
to Greenville to use the 
Daily Reflector’s printing 
capacity. Power was still 
out when our tired crew 
returned to Wilson.

Hurricane Floyd in 
1999 gave me another 
opportunity to anoint a 
“story of a lifetime.” Fran 
had been a wind event. 
Floyd was a flooding 
event. Water levels rose 
until many roads, homes 
and businesses were in-
undated. This time, the 
Greenville newspaper 
staff, whose building had 
no power, came to Wilson 
to get their paper out.

1996 was also the year 
that the Wilson Daily 
Times celebrated its 
100th year. A year-long 
celebration culminated 
with a six-section news-
paper with area history 
over that century. Mike 
Fahy, city editor at the 
time but really a talented 
graphic artist, designed 
a Centennial logo that 
appeared in the paper 
for a year and also was 
on lapel pins and T-shirts 
given to staff. The cel-
ebration also included 
an open house at 2001 
Downing St. Costumed 
characters of the paper’s 
comic strips were pres-
ent, and residents got 
to tour the newspaper 
building and talk to staff 
members. An airplane 
flying overhead pulled a 
banner celebrating the 
100th anniversary of the 
paper.

Hal Tarleton is a former ed-
itor of The Wilson Times. 
Contact him at haltar-
leton@myglnc.com.

continued from page 3

Tarleton:

Editor Hal Tarleton, right, interviews Jim Hunt at a 
N.C. Press Association retreat in Wrightsville Beach. 
Contributed photo

2801 Ward Blvd., Wilson
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Reflecting on a long career covering sports
The early-

October tele-
phone call led 
to a lasting 
change of di-
rection in not 
only my career 
but my life. It 
all began the 
evening of Fri-
day, the 13th of 

October, 1971.
Ringing my number was the 

esteemed Wilson Daily Times 
publisher and editor, Elizabeth 
Swindell, who I would come to 
admire and adore.

The unexpected call was a 
godsend in the form of an offer 
to accept the position of sports 
editor of the Daily Times. A 
positive response was immedi-
ate.

At the time, I occupied the 
position of managing editor of 
PAB (Paul A. Barwick) Pub-
lishing in La Grange. I served 
in that capacity for four weekly 
or biweekly newspapers. But 

I yearned to write sports, and 
I was desperate to relocate. 
Betty, my wife of 53 years now, 
celebrated with me.

GETTING TO WILSON

I had been with PAB Publish-
ing for approximately a year 
after leaving my post of sports 
editor for the Rocky Mount 
Evening Telegram. Weekly 
80-hour grinds were unfair to 
a new mother and a newborn. 
I needed a change or be over-
whelmed.

Preceding my Rocky Mount 
stop was a stint as sports edi-
tor for the Kinston Daily Free 
Press.

I have been told that, at age 
19, I was the youngest sports 
editor of a daily newspaper in 
North Carolina history.

I wasn’t ready, but I plod-
ded through by virtue of the 
willingness to work, work even 
more and learn. I loved sports.

But because of Mrs. Swin-

dell’s belief and confidence 
in me, I eagerly, at age 26, 
launched a journey (Wilson) of 
nearly 50 years. October will 
mark the milestone.

50-YEAR REFLECTION

I haven’t been employed by 
The Times the entire 50 years, 
and even though I enjoyed 
my 32 months with the Jack-
sonville Daily News, my heart 
never departed Wilson.

Now, here I am reflecting on 
a half century on this beloved 
sports scene in the special 
125th-year celebration edition.

The first assignment the eve-
ning of that Friday, the 13th, 
was startling.

An undefeated Fike High 
Titans football team was host-
ing New Bern. The community 
was buzzing. The atmosphere 
convinced me I had been sum-
moned to a small college com-
munity where football was king. 
A country boy from Greene 

County had found utopia.
New Bern was no match for 

the Titans. Fike finished unde-
feated in the regular season, 
but the playoffs run was short-
lived, and a huge following 
was stunned.

I still consider that 1971 Fike 
team the most impressive I 
have ever viewed at the high 
school level. Offense, defense, 
kicking game, special teams — 
the Titans of head coach Bob 

Paroli had it all.

SAW CYCS, CRUMPLER

Yes, I am well aware the Fike 
Cyclones captured N.C. High 
School Athletic Association 
4-A championship in 1967, 
1968 and 1969.

And I was fortunate — or 
unfortunate — enough to see 

TOM  
HAM

See HAM, Page 8

I have been told that, at age 19, I was the 
youngest sports editor of a daily newspaper 
in North Carolina history. I wasn’t ready, but 
I plodded through by virtue of the willingness 
to work, work even more and learn. I loved 
sports. But because of Mrs. Swindell’s belief 
and confidence in me, I eagerly, at age 26, 
launched a journey (Wilson) of nearly 50 
years. October will mark the milestone.
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Carlester Crumpler and com-
pany in action from a different 
viewpoint as sports editor at 
archrival Rocky Mount.

After 1971, the fervor waned, 
but the Fike tradition contin-
ued to turn heads.

But the personal ecstasy 
continued in the spring with 
legendary head coach Gilbert 
Ferrell and his baseball Titans.

Wow! What a fun time 
watching the game being 
played, pardon the cliche, the 
way it should be played. Sev-
en-inning games seldom lasted 
two hours.

The fascination with new 
territory escalated with the 
introduction of county rivalries 
between Rock Ridge, Lucama, 
Lee Woodard, Elm City and 
Saratoga Central. South Edge-
combe and North Johnston 
joined the mix.

No offense intended, but, 
folks, those were the good ol’ 
days — simply the best.

PROGRAMS POP UP

Those teams were always 
pleased to see the Daily Times 
sports staff represented at 
their events. The rivalries were 
a spectator’s treat.

Around the area, Southern 
Nash, Charles B. Aycock and 
Greene Central drew attention.

Athletic programs popped 
up at Greenfield School and 
Wilson Christian Academy. 
Community Christian’s debut 
would be several years later. 
Intriguing was the start of 
athletic competition at Eastern 
N.C. School for the Deaf.

But within Wilson County, a 
big-time sports facelift in the 
form of merger hovered and 
became a reality the fall of 
1978. Fike was joined by new-
comers Beddingfield and Hunt 
as the county high schools.

Ferrell, as the Wilson County 
Schools athletic director, need-
ed all the guile, diplomacy and 
patience he could muster in 
selling merger from an athletic 
standpoint.

DAUNTING ERA

A daunting era unfolded. 

But the zest and spirit of a few 
years back didn’t surface. Sup-
port and crowds went from 
small to smaller. Maybe there 
were too many teams in one 
program.

Surfacing was a cause for 
consternation for Daily Times 
sports staff. Jealousy reared 
its head. The implication or ac-
cusation that one school was 
being favored over another 
always prompted an emotional 
low from this corner.

Merger certainly brought 
pluses, especially with the 
aid of a concentrated effort to 
group Fike, Hunt and Bedding-
field in their proper classifica-
tions. Also, more teams meant 
more opportunities, more 
participation, more athletes, 
more coaches — and increased 
financial strain.

BULLDOGS STEP UP

Atlantic Christian (now Bar-
ton) College steadily expanded 
its program and aimed for 
more community appeal.

A definite commitment was 
bringing the Bulldogs to the 
forefront of Daily Times sports 
coverage — especially with 
their move from National As-
sociation of Intercollegiate 
Athletics to NCAA Division II.

That challenging step was 
capped with the men’s bas-
ketball team, directed by Ron 
Lievense, winning the NCAA 
Division II National Champi-
onship in 2007. Doesn’t seem 
that long ago.

RELATIONSHIPS

Cherished are the relation-
ships that have endured the 
years — some spanning my 
entire stay.

They have to begin with Fer-
rell, Fike’s longtime head base-
ball coach and athletic director 
and the first Wilson County 
Schools athletic director.

Certainly not to be over-
looked are Tommy Hawkins, 
Lee Gliarmis, James “Rabbit” 
Fulghum, Eddie Summerlin, 
Harvey Reid, Jimmy Tillman, 
Bill Williamson, Bob Pope, 
Keith Pittman, Sandra Langley, 
Raymond Cobb, Alton Britt, 
Jim Boykin Jr., Toni Varacchi, 
Todd Wilkinson, Gary Hall, 
Wendee Saintsing and Ron 
Lievense.

Also, Eddie Gwaltney, Ray 
Davis, Brian Foster, Gary 
Farmer, Jimmy Lamm, Barry 
Pope, Leonard Baker, Marvin 
Deans, Brian Trull, Rob Salter, 
Ben Forbes, Charles Davis, 
Dave Thomas, Luke Vail, Doug 
Parnell, Lewis Godwin, Spence 
Grantham, Donald Clark, 
James Kent, Al Warrick, Willie 
Woodard, Bobby Bennett, Lin 
Green, Tyrone Johnson and 
Debra Joyner Pegram.

Meriting mention: Grover 
Bullin, Emmitt Matthews, Lee 
Matthews, Foyce Jones, Tom-
my Davis, Jimmy Gurkin, Reid 
Hill, Gary Hobgood, Larry 
Gregory, Bill Boles Jr., Butch 
O’Briant, Mary Davenport, Jay 
Pittman, Justin Hayes, Kent 
Montgomery, Mike Webster, 
Bob Walston, Billy Ray Lucas, 
Jamey Caudill, Mickey Davis, 
Bobby Sid Boyette, Charles 
Poston, Rick Watson, Mickey 
Grizzard, Tom Wooten, Chuck 
Wheeler, Cecil Bradley Jr., 
John Hobgood, Jerry Barnes, 
Gary Ray and Robin Holley.

And so many more who I 
failed to recollect.

DEPARTED

No longer with us but cer-
tainly influential and not for-
gotten: Bullin, Gliarmis, Sum-
merlin, Barry Pope, Barney 
Williamson, Woodard, Emmitt 
Matthews, Foyce Jones, Dav-
enport, Davis, Bob Thaxton, 
Boyette, Jimmy Howard, Louis 
Eason, E.D. Hall, Mike Wick-

ham, Charlie Clement, Larry 
Pittman, Tyras Perry, Buddy 
Bedgood, Connor Vick, Bob 
Stone, Scott Jones, Jay Mum-
ford, Jack Smith, Selby Davis 
and L.J. Johnson.

So responsible for my per-
severance and preserving my 
sanity were such talented, 
loyal journalists as Rick Stew-
art, Steve Smith, Mike Taylor, 
Russell Rawlings, Tripp Pur-
cell, Stan Ridgley, John Acree, 
John Hackney, Steve Hanf, 
Keith Barnes, Alan Wooten, 
Scott Jones, Michael Lindsey, 
Brett Meach, Nick Livings-
ton, Jimmy Lewis and Paul 
Durham, presently the Times 
sports editor.

SOURCE OF PRIDE

A source of tremendous 
pride are events established 
during my tenure and with a 
foundation of 30-plus years.

Wilson schools were the first 
to play host to the NCHSAA 
1-A, 2-A, 3-A and 4-A East 
Regionals. The response was 
not only first class but unprec-
edented.

The extravaganza cre-
ated long and grueling nights 
and mornings for the sports 
staff. But the challenge was 
exhilarating and splendidly 
executed.

Other long-standing en-
deavors: The Wilson Cup, 
the Wilson County Men’s and 
Women’s Amateur Golf Cham-
pionship, the Wilson County 
Junior Golf Championship and 
arguably the marquee affair, 

the Wilson chapter of the Hot 
Stove League banquet.

FROM WITHIN

From within the Wilson 
Daily Times emerged the 
Wilson Times Track Classic, 
the All-Area teams primarily 
in the sports of football and 
basketball, the Wilson County 
Championship in football and 
so endearing is the Tom Ham 
Wilson Times Athlete of the 
Year.

That distinguished lineup 
is headed by William Hesmer 
and Julius Peppers.

Hesmer solidly acquitted 
himself in five sports at Hunt 
High, gained All-America ac-
claim as the goalkeeper for the 
Wake Forest University men’s 
soccer team and put together 
a solid professional Major 
League Soccer career.

Peppers emerged a man 
among boys in the sports of 
football and basketball at 
Southern Nash High, contin-
ued to be outstanding in both 
sports for the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
and registered an All-Pro ca-
reer as a defensive lineman in 
the National Football League, 
spending most of his years 
with the Carolina Panthers.

Yes, there were so many 
highlights.

The Masters, the U.S. Open, 
reporting upon a regular basis 
on Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence football and basketball 
and East Carolina University 
events and being situated on 
press row for several ACC 
basketball tournaments were a 
colossal privilege.

But the ultimate moment 
was always nestled at a venue 
in the Wilson community and/
or area — where two reader-
ship-area teams were compet-
ing.

There existed the comfort 
zone. This was where I be-
longed.

The athletes and coaches 
knew me, and they knew I 
cared. They were the stars 
about whom I treasured the 
opportunity to write.

Maybe I could provide 
positive impact. Maybe I could 
make a difference. This was 
my pursuit of happiness and 
fulfillment. This was my re-
ward.
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Ham:

Former Times sports editor Tom 
Ham watches the action along-
side Times assistant sports edi-
tor Jimmy Lewis during a high 
school basketball game in recent 
years. Ham started working at 
the Times in October 1971 and, 
with the exception of a four-year 
stint in which he moved away 
from Wilson, continued until 
April 2020. Contributed photo

But the ultimate 
moment was 
always nestled at a 
venue in the Wilson 
community and/
or area — where 
two readership-
area teams were 
competing.
There existed the 
comfort zone. 
This was where I 
belonged.



faith in the last six months, and 
I’m not ashamed of it.” 

The Thought for Today, a 
devotional consisting of a Bible 
verse and prayer, has long 
been a fixture on the Times’ 
opinion page, sharing space 
with the masthead that lists the 
newspaper’s ownership and 
management. 

“We still have a prayer on 
our editorial page,” Dickerman 
said. “I think it’s very impor-
tant. I do look at it as part of 
my mission work. I don’t think 
I need to go off to Africa some-
where.” 

Founded as The Wilson 
Times, the newspaper pub-
lished weekly, then grew to 
twice weekly. In 1902, it began 
publishing every day except 
Sunday and became The Wil-
son Daily Times. Dickerman 
restored the original name in 
2008, reasoning that “daily” 
could seem dated in the digital 
age when news is reported 
continuously on WilsonTimes.
com. 

One of John D. Gold’s 
daughters, Elizabeth Gold, 
married Fred Swindell, a 
prominent Wilson lawyer 
whose father was a Method-
ist minister. Her career at the 
Times began with a tragic twist 
of fate. 

“Fred died at a very early 
time in their marriage,” Dick-
erman said. “She was young 
and she had to go back to 
work, so she went to work for 
her dad at the newspaper.” 

SWINDELL’S LEGACY 

Elizabeth Gold Swindell 
would become the Times’ 
matriarch, working from 1933 
until her death in 1983. While 
the chain of Gold descendants 
holding leadership posts is un-
interrupted, there was a brief 
period when another family 
held majority ownership inter-
est.

John D. Gold leased the 
newspaper to Herbert Brauff 
in 1946. Brauff went on to 
purchase the newspaper, but 
he asked Swindell to stay on 
as business manager and of-
fered her a one-fifth stake in 

the company. Two years later, 
Swindell purchased the paper 
from the Brauff family. 

“Mr. Brauff died, and my 
grandmother went to BB&T 
and borrowed the money,” 
Dickerman said.  

As sole owner, Swindell took 
on the role of editor and pub-
lisher. She crafted the Times’ 
editorials and represented the 
newspaper both in the Wilson 
community and in state and 
national trade groups, becom-
ing the North Carolina Press 
Association’s first female presi-
dent in 1963. 

Politicians sought Swind-
ell’s favor and were quick to 
offer their support. When she 
wrote to Rep. L.H. Fountain 
to recommend a high school 
student for a military acad-
emy appointment in March 
1965, the congressman dis-
patched a reply the same 
week. 

“I am delighted to have your 
appraisal of this young man, 
and I know he appreciates 
your interest in him,” Fountain 
wrote. “You may be assured 
that I shall give him every con-
sideration and put forth every 
effort to assist him.” 

In an October 1968 letter, 
Gov. Dan K. Moore praised 
Swindell as “a good friend of 
mine and of North Carolina.” 
And in November 1971, Sen. 
Sam J. Ervin Jr. thanked Swin-
dell “for the constant encour-
agement and loyal friendship 
which you have extended to 
me.” 

Wilson’s elected officials 
and civic leaders honored the 
pioneering publisher with a 
banquet in October 1971, with 
proclamations from the city 
and county designating Oct. 
15 as Elizabeth Gold Swindell 
Day.

The following year, Swindell 
earned the National News-
paper Association’s Emma C. 
McKinney Memorial Award for 
distinguished leadership. 

THE FAMILY BUSINESS 

Swindell’s daughter Marga-
ret married Morgan Paul Dick-
erman II, whose family owned 
and operated a hardware store 
in Wallingford, Connecticut. 
Dickerman graduated from 
Dartmouth College in 1940 
and served in the Navy during 

World War II. 
He was trying his hand at 

chicken farming in Leesburg, 
Virginia, when Morgan Dicker-
man III was born. A visit from 
Swindell brought the young 
family home to Wilson. 

“She came and, according 
to my mom, she asked my 
dad to come to Wilson and be 
associate publisher and gen-
eral manager,” Dickerman 
said. 

From age 8 or 9, Dickerman 
helped his parents and grand-
mother with various tasks at 
the Times. Whether the in-
serters needed an extra set of 
hands or a paper route needed 
a substitute carrier, he was 
eager to pitch in and learn the 
newspaper trade. 

“Our life, our anchor has 
been this newspaper,” he said. 
“My sisters worked here. My 
life was always coming to 
the newspaper when I was 
in my early years. I can’t tell 
you how I got here, maybe I 
walked.”

A manager at the print shop 
told Dickerman that his grand-
mother’s punctuality and work 
ethic were legendary.  

“She was coming in run-
ning one morning, practically 
galloping, and said, ‘I’m late, 
I’m late, I’m late,’” Dickerman 
recounted, noting she arrived 
at 8:30 each morning. “He said, 
‘Mrs. Swindell, you own the 
place. You’re never late.’”

As he grew up, Dickerman 
cut his teeth in circulation, 
then began learning the news-
room. One summer was spent 
as a photographer accompa-
nying sportswriters to high 
school football games. 

“That was an education,” he 
said. “They didn’t care I was 
Mrs. Swindell’s grandson. 
They didn’t curb their jokes.” 

FINDING HIS PLACE

After attending a residential 
prep school for three years, 
Dickerman returned to Wilson 
and completed his senior year 
at Fike High — then the hub of 
Wilson’s community life. Many 
of his classmates held paper 
routes. 

“Growing up here, you 
worked at Bill’s if you were a 
girl, you worked at Dick’s Hot 
Dog Stand or you worked at 
the newspaper,” he recalled. 

Dickerman knew the Times 
was his calling, but he passed 
on opportunities to work 
there between senior year at 
Fike and his graduation from 
Atlantic Christian College. 
He tried his hand at another 
job — making blue jeans for 
denim manufacturer Blue 
Bell. 

“I used to beat myself up; 
I used to have an inferiority 
complex,” Dickerman said, ex-
plaining that he wanted to forge 
his own path. “I always used to 
think I had it easier than any-
one’s ever had it in my family.” 

Dickerman found his way 
back to the Times, becoming 
general manager and relying 
on department heads including 
production director Royce Goff 
and controller Delores Driver 
to show him the ropes.

“I was thrown into the office 
and became kind of the big 
cheese,” he recalled. “I was 
just learning — it was a trial by 
fire.” 

Dickerman credits sev-
eral mentors including Albert 
Stroud, then general manager 
of the Kinston Free Press, and 
Dave Jones, a consultant to the 
Times for 15 years, with help-
ing him develop his leadership 
style. 

Dickerman reprised his 
grandmother’s role in com-
munity outreach. He relished 
volunteer work and served on 
numerous boards and com-
missions, becoming one of 
five Jaycees Club Outstanding 
Young North Carolinian hon-
orees. 

“That’s probably my most 
prized award I’ve ever gotten,” 
he said. “I was honored by it 
because I was the only non-
Jaycee at the time to get it.” 

Swindell helped the city of 
Wilson earn the National Civic 
League’s All-America City 
designation in 1972. Three de-
cades later, her grandson was a 
member of the committee that 

led Wilson to its second All-
America award in 2003. 

THE NEXT GENERATION

Dickerman wants to pass 
the family legacy along to 
his children, 11-year-old 
Morgan Paul and 8-year-old 
Troy Gold. When they’re old 
enough to work, he hopes 
their learning experience at 
the Times will be as enriching 
as his own. 

“Most family businesses 
don’t make it past the third 
year,” he said. “I’m more con-
cerned about return on stew-
ardship than return on invest-
ment.” 

Change is a constant in 
the publishing industry, and 
the Times has seen its share 
in the past five years. Keven 
Zepezauer was hired as gen-
eral manager in August 2016, 
then became president and 
publisher in June 2018. In the 
interim year, the newspaper 
relocated from Downing Street 
to 126 Nash St. NE in the heart 
of downtown Wilson. 

Laying the foundation for 
what would become Restora-
tion NewsMedia, the Times 
purchased The Spring Hope 
Enterprise and the Johnsto-
nian News in the summer of 
2018, then added The Wake 
Weekly of Wake Forest and the 
Butner-Creedmoor News in 
January 2019. Dickerman said 
those acquisitions show the 
Times to be well positioned for 
the future. 

Dickerman said he’s never 
considered walking away 
from the company his great-
grandfather built in the print 
shop where his great-great-
grandfather started it all. 

“I don’t want to be the guy 
who used to own the news-
paper,” he said. “I want to die 
being the guy who owned the 
newspaper and carried on the 
family tradition.”
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Dickerman: Dickerman wants to pass the family legacy 
along to his children, 11-year-old Morgan 
Paul and 8-year-old Troy Gold. When they’re 
old enough to work, he hopes their learning 
experience at the Times will be as enriching 
as his own. 
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Advertising grows beyond 
just ink and newsprint
By Brie Handgraaf
bhandgraaf@wilsontimes.com | 
252-265-7821

When a shop had new 
merchandise or a sale to 
promote, 19th century 
entrepreneurs relied on 
advertisements without 
art in The Wilson Times. 
Since the paper’s first 
edition in 1896, adver-
tisements have evolved, 
and sales representatives 
now have a variety of op-
tions for business owners 
looking to reach a broad 
customer base.

“I think the biggest 
change is all the advertis-
ing solutions we can offer 
local businesses that go 
beyond just The Wilson 
Times readers,” said Sha-

na Hoover, vice president 
of sales and marketing. 
“We can help you reach a 
segment that the newspa-
per never reaches online 
or in print. And we do that 
through Kingsdale Media, 
which is our digital mar-
keting agency. We’re able 
to offer audience exten-
sion digital advertising by 
zipcode or for a specific 
audience on any website 
with an ad exchange.”

Hoover started in the 
late 1990s as an ad de-
signer, working her way 
up and taking on her 
executive position as 
Restoration NewsMedia 
acquired other small, 
independent newspa-
pers. Purchases such as 
The Enterprise in Spring 

Hope allowed Hoover’s 
staff to offer a wider 
audience to advertisers 
such as Hardee’s Furni-
ture on U.S. 301.

When printing presses 
first started cranking 
out issues of The Wilson 
Times, classified ads 
didn’t exist, and the pri-
mary advertisers were 
clothing and shoe stores. 
BB&T, now Truist, was 
among the local compa-
nies that grew with the 
newspaper. 

In the beginning, draw-
ings and photographs 
were sparse, but as tech-
nology progressed, so did 
the advertisements.

In the 1920s, Wilson 
Hardware Co., now 
closed, had a new year ad 

featuring the New Year 
boy trying to convince 
Father Time to upgrade 
his scythe at the store 
across from the court-
house. Grocery stores 
joined the newspaper’s 
advertisers following the 
Great Depression, and in 
the 1940s, liquor ads fre-
quently graced the pages 
of The Wilson Times. 

As the ad sizes in-
creased, local stores be-
came major advertisers. 
When the paper shifted 
to “cold type” printing in 
1968, pictures became 
easier to include in ads, 
and the Wednesday 
paper was filled with 
grocery ads from stores 

See ADVERTISING, Page 11
In 1928,  Branch Banking & Trust Co. encouraged Wilson 
Daily Times readers to learn more about trust services.

HAPPY 125 ANNIVERSARY
TO

THE WILSON TIMES!

TH

WWW.DISCOVERGREENFIELD.ORG
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vying for customers over pork chops 
for 23 cents a pound or 4 pounds of 
pure lard for 29 cents. Within two 
decades, advertising inserts became 
increasingly popular and bulked up 
the thickness of the paper for sub-
scribers, especially on Wednesdays 
and Saturdays.

The classifieds have come a long 
way since the early days of the 
newspaper, when they cost 5 cents 
per line and were often placed by 
Wilsonians looking for household 
help. They evolved with the com-
munity, including ads for missing 
mules or rental properties, but by 
the 1980s, the classified section 
had grown to 15 rows and 82 cat-
egories. The advertising director 
in 1996, Ray McKeithan, said in 
the paper’s centennial edition that 
the classifieds had grown to almost 
match income from the retail ad-
vertisers.

“We’re all doing more, but the 
technology has made that pos-
sible,” Hoover said. “There was a 
time when I first started working 
here when the Belk ad came in by 

UPS, and we had to typeset the 
Parkwood Mall address and paste 
it in, but none of that happens now. 
Even scheduling ad space was on 
handwritten tickets that were keyed 
in one system by one person and 
passed to another to key into an-
other system. 

“We did a lot of manual tracking, 
but now we have software where 
everything is tracked automati-
cally.”

The COVID-19 pandemic caused 
some struggles in the business com-
munity that rippled in the now twice 

a week printed edition of The Wilson 
Times.

“There was a time, especially 
in April and May, where our local 
grocery stores had supply chain is-
sues,” Hoover said. “Even though 
we had inserts printed and deliv-
ered, we had to hold them back 
because the stores were unable 
to get stock in. We retained all of 
our grocery store advertisers, and 
they have adjusted to our Tuesday 
delivery.”

Special publications such as “The 
Readers’ Choice” and the gradua-
tion section are widely read by Wil-
sonians and are prime ad space for 
local businesses. The popularity of 
the newspaper’s website — Wilson-
Times.com— also has made virtual 
advertisements and contests enticing 
opportunities for companies of all 
sizes. The Wilson Times ad staff also 
offers event marketing, even though 
that effort ground to a halt during 
the pandemic-spurred gathering re-
strictions.

“I don’t know that people really 
realize all of the different options we 
can offer a business that are beyond 
just ink on paper,” Hoover said. 

“That has been a huge change with 
all the different opportunities we can 
offer.”

continued from page 10

Advertising: “I don’t know that people 
really realize all of the 
different options we can 
offer a business that 
are beyond just ink on 
paper. That has been a 
huge change with all the 
different opportunities 
we can offer.”
SHANA HOOVER, vice president  
of sales and marketing

Oettinger’s advertised in many editions of The 
Wilson Daily Times. This ad is from 1931. Note 
the $16.95 price of a tropical blend men’s suit.
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Times source for local sports news for 125 years
By Paul Durham 
paul@wilsontimes.com | 252-265-7808

Sports coverage has been 
a part of The Wilson Times 
nearly since its first edition 
125 years ago. However, as 
the “new kid on the block” at 
the time, the Times didn’t dive 
into sports coverage headfirst 
at first. In fact, the two estab-
lished papers in Wilson at the 
time — The Wilson Advance 
and The Wilson Mirror — were 
just as sparse in their cover-
age of sports, either local or 
national. 

Most of the sports coverage 
of the day was fashioned in 
general terms, often eschewing 
names of athletes in favor of 
vague descriptions of a game. 
By far, the sports that drew 
the most interest in the Times 
were boxing and baseball 
while college football, boat-
ing, horse racing golf, tennis 
and track and field also found 
their way onto the pages. In 

the second edition of the Times 
on Feb. 21, 1896, there was 
a front-page item about the 
heavyweight championship 
boxing match between Bob 
Fitzsimmons and Peter Maher 
being postponed.

But sports coverage was 
hit or miss, depending on 
what snippets of information 
came over the wire or from 
other sources, since there was 
little in the way of organized 
sports in Wilson at the turn of 
the century. A feature called 
“Letter from Chapel Hill,” for 
instance, provided a glance at 
golf, baseball and track news 
from the University of North 
Carolina.

That’s basically because lo-
cal sports weren’t really a thing 
— at least not as they’ve been 
since the 1950s. High school 
sports didn’t come into fash-
ion until the early 1900s and 
while Atlantic Christian (now 
Barton) College had a baseball 
team in 1909, it operated more 

as a club team without such or-
ganizing bodies as the NCAA 
or NAIA.

So, too, were the first base-
ball teams that started playing 
here in the 1890s, per a Daily 
Times article on Wilson’s cen-
tennial in 1955. Independent 
teams would play others from 
neighboring communities. 
Then around 1909, Wilson 
joined a semi-professional 
league and became a regular 
stop for some of the top play-
ers around the region.

High school sports didn’t 
take off until the 1920s, specifi-
cally with the arrival of C.L. 
Blackburn, who was hired by 
Wilson schools superintendent 
Charles L. Coon as the physi-
cal education and recreation 
director. In another Daily 
Times article from 1955 by 
sports editor Bernard West, 
Blackburn, who also coached 
football at Atlantic Christian, 
was credited with imple-
menting a strong intramural 

program before establishing 
the first high school football, 
basketball, baseball and track 
teams in Wilson.

Early prep successes in Wil-
son included the state cham-
pionship mile relay quartet of 
David Woodard, Elton Bent, 
Edward Barnes and Robert 
Waldo that finished in 3 min-
utes, 51 seconds — a national 
record at the time — and state 
titles in boxing.

Interest in high school sports 
grew exponentially in Wilson 
in the late 1930s and into the 
1940s after Leon Brogden ar-
rived in Wilson to coach the 
three sports at Charles L. Coon 
High. Brogden, who was later 
enshrined in the North Caroli-
na Sports Hall of Fame, led the 
Cyclones to a pair of state titles 
each in football and baseball 
as he presided over an era that 
saw some of Wilson’s finest 
high school athletes on display. 
The fabulous Davis brothers 
— Jap, Tom and Bill — along 

with George Clark all were 
Cyclones heroes before going 
on to star at Duke University, 
which was a major college 
football power at the time.

By that time, sports had its 
own page, if not two, in the 
Daily Times and photos of 
local sporting events began 
to appear with regularity as 
Wilson, and the nation, moved 
past World War II and into the 
relative affluence of the 1950s. 
It was during that decade that 
recreational sports took off 
across the country and Wilson 
was no exception. Tom Miller 
was hired as recreation depart-
ment director and began to 
promote youth sports, along 
with Patty Ruffin, who oversaw 
the city’s playgrounds. The 
kids loved them, especially the 
Midget League football and 
baseball programs. 

Within no time, the Daily 
Times sports sections included 

See SPORTS, Page 13
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reports from not only the rec-
reation department’s youth 
contests but also for adult 
basketball and softball leagues 
that drew enormous interest 
in the community. Other indi-
vidual sports such as golf and 
tennis were taking off in town 
and demanded — and received 
— their fair share of coverage 
in the Daily Times.

Wilson also was the home 
of a minor league baseball 
team throughout the 1950s, 
with Fleming Stadium like 
the town’s front porch on lazy 
summer evenings. The com-
munity’s interest in the Wilson 
Tobs was reflected in the Daily 
Times’ pages, just as today 
with the modern version of 
the summer collegiate league 
Tobs.

When the 1960s began, Wil-
son, like many towns across 
America, was crazy over 
sports and coverage by the 
Daily Times helped fuel that 
passion. By the end of the de-

cade, that zeal had reached its 
zenith when the community 
lived and died with the suc-
cess of the Fike High football 
team. The Cyclones won three 
straight North Carolina High 
School Athletic Association 
4-A championships, making 
Wilson Fike, as it was called, 
the most recognizable name 
in the state. With head coach 
Henry Trevathan and star 
playes like Carlester Crumpler, 
Lynn Daniell, Earl Killebrew, 
Billy Clark, Dan Killebrew, Phil 
Lamm, Stuart Walston, John 
Wooten, Harold Wilkerson, 
George Wilkerson and many 
others, the Cyclones etched 
themselves into the city’s con-
sciousness in a way that hasn’t 
been matched since.

That launched an era of 
sports reporting in the Daily 
Times that grew throughout 
the 1970s and into the 1980s.
The WDT provided Wilsonians 
with coverage of their high 
school teams, public and pri-
vate, that was unmatched by 
any paper of any size in the 
state in addition to continued 
coverage of Barton College’s 
growing athletic department.

When the Bulldogs made his-
tory in March 2007 with their 
miraculous run to the NCAA 
Division II men’s basketball 

championship, Times sports 
writer at the time Michael 
Lindsay was in Springfield, 
Massachusetts, to chronicle 

the action. It was Lindsay, 
alone under the Barton goal 
after all the other media 
members had moved to the 
other end in anticipation of a 
Winona State victory, who got 
the iconic photo of Bulldogs 
star Anthony Atkinson making 
the game-winning layup at the 
buzzer.

The Daily Times began nam-
ing the top high school athlete 
in the readership area in 1974 
when Fike High senior Clay 
Johnson took home the first 
Athlete of the Year. 

As the Times evolved from a 
newspaper into a media com-
pany, sports coverage, too, has 
evolved to incorporate tech-
nological advances into the 
product for readers, who now 
have access to digital archives, 
video and photos.

Since that first blurb about 
the Maher-Fitzsimmons prize 
fight in 1896, the Times has 
covered every sport imagin-
able in Wilson and beyond 
over the last 125 years. As long 
as Wilsonians are playing and 
watching sports, the Times 
will continue to be there to 
chronicle it.

continued from page 12

Sports:

Sports coverage — local, state, national and world — has been a 
part of The Wilson Times since the first edition rolled off the press in 
1896. On the left is the sports section from the July 15, 1924, edition 
that includes coverage of the Wilson Bugs baseball team as well as 
the Summer Olympics in Paris, while the right image is the front of 
a special section Monday, March 26, 2007, that offered complete 
coverage of Barton College’s thrilling 77-75 victory over Winona 
State in the NCAA Division II national championship game.
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Newspaper delivery: From bicycles to the internet
From staff reports

Back in 1886, a yearly 
subscription for the 
eight-page, five-column 
Wilson Times was $1. Pa-
per boys on bicycles with 
bags filled with paper 
bundles provided deliv-
ery for the majority of 
Daily Times readers. 

In the late 1800s and 
early 1900s, there were a 
large number of boys be-
tween the ages of 12 and 
18 who wanted paper 
routes. 

Postal mail delivery 
was also available in the 
early 1900s, even though 
it could only promise 
next-day service. Truck-
carrier delivery routes 
got their start in 1918, as 
postal rates increased. 
Publishers began to es-
tablish motor routes as a 
cheaper means to trans-
port bundles of daily 
and weekend papers. 
Paperboys remained the 
most popular delivery 
mode after World War II, 
but motor routes gained 
strength in the 1950s as 
more people bought cars. 

For years after that, 

The Wilson Times was 
largely distributed by 
motor carriers and vend-
ing news racks. Retail 
dealers also sold the 
newspaper. 

Through the 1950s, 
street hawking was a 
common form of Daily 
Times single-copy sales. 
Children and adults 
would advertise the 
newspaper by shouting 
on street corners. Single 
copy sales continued in 
the form of “honor” news 
racks in the late 1950s. 
Similar to coin-operated 
machines today, honor 
boxes were the begin-
ning of self-service vend-
ing in the newspaper 
industry. These wooded 
boxes filled with news-
papers were fastened 
to tree trunks and tele-
phone poles. Customers 
put money in strictly 
“on their honor” to re-
ceive their paper and the 
newspaper depended 
upon the customers’ 
honesty. 

In the 1960s, the honor 
system was replaced 
with coin-operated news 
racks. The Wilson Times 

has been largely dis-
tributed from then until 
fairly recently through 
carriers. In April 2020, 
The Wilson Times con-
verted to postal delivery 
versus carriers — a trend 
with many other newspa-
pers around the United 
States. 

The Wilson Times cur-
rently has 71 coin-operat-
ed machines and 63 retail 
dealers throughout the 
county. The change that’s 
happened in the last year 
or so is that more people 
read the newspaper on-
line than in print. 

“About 60% of our print 
subscribers also read 
the newspaper online,” 
said Rich Brest, regional 
circulation director for 
Restoration NewsMedia. 
“They are combo read-
ers.” 

“The advantage of on-
line is that you’re going 
to get the story just after 
it happens,” Brest said. 

“That’s not something 
you can do in the print.” 

Brest said online also 
gives staff a way to ex-
pand coverage. 

“We are not limited 
to the amount of space 
in the newspaper,” he 
added. “We can put mul-
tiple photos, a longer 
story than what we can in 
print.” 

Brest said sometimes 
it’s overlooked, but a lot 
of people online have the 
advantage of following 
a story as it develops, 
whereas with print, you 
would have to go back 
and find an old copy of 
the newspaper. Online 
also gives readers a 
chance to share stories 
with others through mul-
tiple platforms. At a point 
during any month, the 
Wilson Times online has 
about 24,000 individual 
users versus about 10,000 
in print. 

“We have an audience 

online that can span 2 1/2 
times what we deliver in 
print,” Brest said. 

The Wilson Times on-
line platform had 13 mil-
lion page views last year 
alone. 

“And we are on track 
to exceed that this year,” 
Brest said. “It’s the news 
content people are going 
to the website for.” 

The recent launch of 
the new website (Wilson-
Times.com) also had its 
advantages. 

“The new website is 
the combined coverage 
of five newspapers in 
five counties that are all 
under one login,” Brest 
said. 

Readers can choose to 
subscribe to any one of 
the multiple publications 
or just The Wilson Times. 

Source: The Wilson Times 
Centennial Edition and 
Olivia Neeley, reporter for 
the Wilson Times. 

“The new website is the combined coverage of five 
newspapers in five counties that are all under one login.”
RICH BREST, Restoration Newsmedia’s regional circulation director

Newspaper returns to its downtown roots
By Rosellen McCrory
Updated from the Times  
Centennial Edition

The Wilson Times went 
through several moves and 
expansions during the last 125 
years of publication.

P.D. Gold laid the foundation 
for the Times when he began 
publishing Zion’s Landmark as 
the official organ of the Primi-
tive Baptist Church.

It’s been a long journey from 
the Zion’s Landmark office at 
the corner of Vance and Ma-
plewood to the current office 
on Nash Street in downtown 
Wilson.

In 1870, Gold established the 
Landmark office near his fam-
ily’s Vance Street home. More 
than a decade later, the Land-
mark moved downtown where 
the Wilson Advance was pub-
lished. Josephus Daniels used 
Gold’s printing equipment to 
put out both publications, ac-
cording to a 1959 Daily Times 
article. This arrangement 
continued until Daniels left for 
Raleigh, where he later pur-
chased The News & Observer.

In 1887, at the age of 20, 
John D. Gold left the farm to 
join his father in the printing 
and publishing business. The 
Landmark then moved into a 

wooden building fronting the 
courthouse alley.

This building was later re-
placed with a small brick struc-
ture which, at various times in 
its history, housed Zion’s Land-
mark, The Wilson Times (a 
weekly publication), The Semi-
Weekly Times and The Wilson 
Daily Times. This building 
continued in use until the Daily 
Times moved to Downing 
Street early in 1983.

P.D. and John Gold began 
publishing The Wilson Times 
125 years ago. The weekly 
grew into a semi-weekly sever-
al years later at the turn of the 
century. Two years later, The 

Wilson Daily Times began roll-
ing off an old hand-fed press.

Zion’s Landmark, The Semi-
Weekly Times and The Wilson 
Daily Times continued in pub-
lication until the World War II 
newspaper shortage and lack 
of reader interest caused the 
demise of the semi-weekly.

Selby Davis came to the 
Daily Times in 1941 as an ap-
prentice printer. By the time 
he retired in 1988 as compos-
ing room supervisor, he had 
seen numerous changes in the 
newspaper’s physical plant.

In a 1996 interview, Davis re-
called that the newsroom and 
offices were at the courthouse 

end of the long, narrow build-
ing in the alley. The compos-
ing room and the “job shop” 
(commercial printing shop) 
were upstairs. The advertising 
department was in the nearby 
Gold Professional Building.

Eventually, the Daily Times 
bought the one-story building 
at 115 N. Goldsboro St. from 
R.F. Beland Plumbing Co., 
Davis said. The newspaper, 
which by then had 29 employ-
ees, held an open house Feb. 
10, 1948, so the public could 
tour the new plant.

In 1959, the Daily Times 

See LOCATIONS, Page 19



  Friday, February 12, 2021   THE WILSON TIMES  |  wilsontimes.com     15 



16      THE WILSON TIMES  |  wilsontimes.com   Friday, February 12, 2021



  Friday, February 12, 2021   THE WILSON TIMES  |  wilsontimes.com     17 



18      THE WILSON TIMES  |  wilsontimes.com   Friday, February 12, 2021

Times still telling our community’s stories
The 

news-
room has 
changed 
quite a 
bit since 
I came to 
work at 
The Wil-
son Daily 
Times in 
1984.

I had graduated from 
Atlantic Christian Col-
lege just a few days 
before and had no idea 
I was walking into a job 
that would become a 
career. 

I was hired as a report-
er in the Lifestyle office. 
The department’s editor, 
Ginny Stoecklein, still 
answered the phone, say-
ing, “Women’s Depart-
ment.” Ginny became my 
mentor and dear friend. 
She taught me about 
Associated Press style, 

debutante balls, how to 
describe wedding gowns, 
how to count point size to 
write a headline, how to 
edit stories, which stories 
to choose for our food 
pages and how to come 
up with good story ideas.

The newsroom had six 
or seven reporters at the 
time, as well as an editor, 
managing editor, state 
and national editor, who 
all took this inexperi-
enced 22-year-old under 
their wings. 

Those of you who’ve 
been loyal readers will 
remember some of those 
names: Roy Taylor, Hal 
Tarleton, Claude Starling 
and Keith Taylor.

Over the years, I have 
witnessed so many 
changes to our industry 
and so many major news 
stories.

I remember standing 
at our Associated Press 

laser photo machine in 
January 1986, waiting 
for images of the Space 
Shuttle Challenger explo-
sion to slowly roll out on 
photo paper, one image 
at a time.

On the morning of 
Sept. 11, 2001, I was sit-
ting at my desk as the 
Life editor, when I got a 
call from Gale Barnes, 
wife of our photogra-
pher, Keith Barnes. She 
wanted to know if we 
heard about the plane 
that had just crashed into 
the World Trade Center. 
We had not. Our deadline 
was around 11 a.m. back 
then when we were an 
afternoon paper, so there 
was a lot of scrambling to 
re-do our front page and 
come up with enough 
information to print that 
day, all while trying to 
maintain our composure 
as we processed the news 

of the terrorist attacks. 
We’ve covered hurri-

canes, snowstorms and 
tornadoes in my tenure at 
the paper. 

I’ll never forget the 
days after Hurricane 
Fran when we all left 
our homes, still without 
electricity, to put out the 
newspaper. Staffers had 
to figure out how to get 
to work because they 
couldn’t drive on the 
streets that were covered 
with fallen trees and util-
ity poles. There was no 
electricity at the news-
paper office to run the 
presses that first day, so 
the Sept. 6, 1996, edition 
was printed at the Green-
ville Reflector.

And then came Floyd, 
with major flooding 
about a mile from our 
Downing Street of-
fices. And again, we 
didn’t have power in our 

homes.
One of my favorite as-

signments came in 1990, 
when I was pregnant 
with my son. I sat in the 
audience on the lawn of 
Atlantic Christian Col-
lege when the new name 
— Barton College — was 
announced. 

News folk get to meet a 
lot of people, from politi-
cians to entertainers. In 
1987 alone, I covered 
visits from Vanna White 
and Pat Sajak of “Wheel 
of Fortune” fame at their 
brief whistle stop visit at 
the train station here and 
country singer Tammy 
Wynette and presidential 
candidate Al Gore, both 
at ACC.

I’d probably say my 
favorite celebrity inter-
view was in 1998 with 
Eric Braeden, who plays 
Victor Newman on “The 
Young and the Rest-

less.” Braeden made 
an appearance at the 
newly remodeled Belk in 
Parkwood Mall. Braeden 
charmed the audience, 
and he charmed me.

But the people I’ve en-
joyed meeting the most 
are the families who 
have invited me into their 
homes and trusted me to 
tell their stories.

In 2001, I started writ-
ing a food column. My 
first recipe was for slow 
cooker pork chops. It’s 
been such a joy to share 
my love of cooking with 
my readers, and the feed-
back I’ve received has 
encouraged me and kept 
me going. If you forget 
to clip my recipes from 
the print edition, you 
can always go to “Life” 
at WilsonTimes.com and 
find my recipes.

LISA 
BOYKIN 
BATTS

See  BATTS, Page 21
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bought the adjacent one-
story Goodyear Tire build-
ing at 117 N. Goldsboro 
St. Newspaper offices and 
the newsroom expanded 
across the front of the 
combined Goldsboro 
Street buildings. The 
composing room moved 
into the rear of the former 
Goodyear building.

Around 1967, the news-
paper bought the four-
story brick structure at 
119 N. Goldsboro St. The 
four-story brick structure 
had previously served 
Welfare Automobile Co. 
Inc., a furniture store and 
Johnson Cotton Co.

A wall separating the 
tire and cotton company 
buildings was removed 
to make room for the 
advertising department. 
The camera and compos-
ing rooms were located 

directly behind advertis-
ing. The job shop moved 
into the former Goodyear 
building, and the news-
room remained in the 
front of that building.

The pressroom, which 
stretched along the entire 
wall nearest Green Street, 
housed a brand new offset 
press. Newspring rolls 
were kept on the second 
floor of the former cotton 
company building and 
other tiems were stored 
on the third and fourth 
floors. Circulation was at 
the back of the building, 
served by a driveway off 
Green Street.

In March 1983, the 
Daily Times moved to an 
11-acre site on Down-
ing Street. Dove-Knight 
and Associates of Rocky 
Mount designed the $2 
million building. The 
30,000-square-foot struc-
ture has a steel frame 
with a metal exterior.

There was lots of room 
at the Downing Street 

location to house em-
ployees, a large press and 
conveyer system, where 
carriers picked up their 
paper bundles each day.

On June 5, 2017, the 
newspaper office moved 
back downtown to the 
former First Citizens 
Bank building, con-
structed in 1963. The cur-
rent location at 126 Nash 
St. houses Restoration 
NewsMedia, which in-
cludes The Wilson Times 
offices and the digital 
marketing agency Kings-
dale Media. Also in the 
building are the Wilson 
County Phone Directory 
and Mobile Billboards.

Keven Zepezauer, pres-
ident and CEO, said it’s 
good to be back down-
town, close to the site 
of the newspaper’s first 
office, and right in the 
middle of so much activ-
ity in downtown Wilson.

“We feel like we are 
back home in our Nash 
Street location,” he said.

The Wilson Times is back downtown with an office on Nash Street. Drew C. Wilson | Times

continued from page 14

Locations:

This Wilson Daily Times building was built in 1865 and demolished around 1950. Times 
file photo
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Historical marker honors Elizabeth Swindell
By Corey Friedman
cfriedman@wilsontimes.com |  
252-265-7813

A state historical mark-
er identifies the family 
home of Elizabeth Gold 
Swindell, the matriarch 
of Wilson’s local newspa-
per and a pacesetter for 
women in journalism and 
business.

Swindell served as edi-
tor and publisher of The 
Wilson Daily Times for 27 
years, became the North 
Carolina Press Associa-
tion’s first female president 
and earned state and na-
tional leadership awards 
after buying the newspa-
per her father founded 
from Pennsylvania native 
H.D. Brauff to restore it to 
family ownership.

“I wouldn’t be stand-
ing here if it wasn’t for 
my grandmother,” said 
Morgan Dickerman, CEO 
of the Wilson Times Co., 

at the dedi-
cation cer-
emony for 
the marker 
on June 30, 
2018.

“It’s very 
meaning-
ful for our 

family, but it’s also very 
meaningful for The Wil-
son Times and the em-
ployees to always have 
something to ride by so 
they can remember the 
founder’s daughter who 
worked so hard and re-
ally broke into the news-
paper world when it was 
male-dominated.”

The marker was in-
stalled at the Frederick 
D. Swindell House on 
Wilson’s Nash Street, 
built in 1924 by Elizabeth 
Swindell’s husband and 
now home to her grand-
son, the Times’ fifth-gen-
eration family owner. 

Ansley Wegner, admin-

istrator of the N.C. Office 
of Archives and History’s 
highway historical mark-
er program, was on hand 
for the dedication and of-
fered brief remarks along 
with former Gov. Jim 
Hunt and Frank Daniels 
Jr., a former publisher 
of the News & Observer 
who served with Swind-
ell on the state press as-
sociation board. Wilson 
Mayor Bruce Rose and 
other local dignitaries 
were in attendance. 

Hunt praised Swindell 
for her business acumen 
and her commitment to 
responsible news cov-
erage, noting that the 
Times covered Wilson’s 
African-American com-
munity during segrega-
tion and the civil rights 
movement.

“She’s an amazing role 
model for young women 
in journalism,” he said. 
“She had the strength 

and the courage and I say 
the guts to get into it, to 
work for it and fight for 
it and became respected 
in that profession. She’s 
probably the No. 1 wom-
an in journalism in North 
Carolina when it comes 
to running a small com-
munity newspaper.”

Daniels said Swindell 
was assertive but eager 
to collaborate with other 
executives through the 
press association.

Through thought-
provoking editorials and 
service on local and state 
boards, Swindell became 
a leading figure in Wilson 
County’s civic life. The 
Wilson Chamber of Com-
merce honored her in an 
Oct. 15, 1971, community 
appreciation dinner, and 
the city and county gov-
ernments passed Eliza-
beth Gold Swindell Day 
proclamations. 

Dickerman said she led 
by example, motivating 
the newspaper’s staff to 
excel. He recalled a com-
ment from Royce Goff, 
the Times’ former pro-
duction director.

“He told me, ‘We all 
work really hard because 
Ms. Swindell worked real 
hard, and we don’t want 
to disappoint her,’” Dick-
erman remembered. “I 
don’t know if everybody 
who worked at the news-
paper in my 40 years 
down there would say 
that about me, but I just 
tried to live up to her.” 

Kennon Borden Jr., 
Dickerman’s cousin, 
said Swindell didn’t stop 
working when the Daily 
Times, then an afternoon 
newspaper, went to press.

“After having pub-
lished the newspaper, 
she would come home 
at night and write an 
editorial for the next 
day,” he noted. “It was 
important to her that The 
Wilson Times had a voice 
and gave a voice to the 
Wilson community. She 
loved this community, 

grew up here, and I feel 
she was someone who 
was completely devoted 
to this community and 
the newspaper.” 

Wilsonians saw Swin-
dell as an authority on 
everything from public 
policy to etiquette and 
custom. Dickerman 
remembers an Easter 
Sunday phone call from 
a woman asking whether 
her Easter corsage 
should be worn on the 
left or right side of her 
dress. 

“To me, that summa-
rizes my grandmother,” 
he said. “She was well-
respected by everybody, 
and this young lady 
picked up the phone and 
dialed her number and 
didn’t even know her.” 

Dickerman noted that 
“it was a rarity for wom-
en to be in a position like 
my grandmother,” but 
credited Swindell’s con-
temporaries including 
Morganton News Herald 
publisher Beatrice Cobb 
and State Port Pilot co-
owner Margaret Harper 
with helping to pave the 
way for women in the 
newspaper business.

“All the women out 
there who worked for 
newspapers and who ran 
newspapers were just as 
good as my grandmother, 
but she was the first 
woman president, so that 
distinguished her,” he 
said. “She was somebody 
they could look up to. 
This monument will keep 
her legacy alive.”

A Pioneering Publisher
Highlights of Swindell’s career as a publisher and 
newspaper industry leader include:

• 1951 — Elected president of the Association of 
Afternoon Dailies and the Eastern North Carolina Press 
Association.

• 1952 — Named to Journalism Foundation of North 
Carolina board of directors.

• 1955 — Served on board of directors for Children’s Home 
Society of Greensboro from 1955-60, including a stint as 
vice president from 1957-59. Also served as director from 
1961-66.

• 1963 — Elected president of the North Carolina Press 
Association, the first woman to lead the state newspaper 
trade group.

• 1965 — Appointed by Gov. Dan K. Moore as the only 
female member of the speaker ban law study commission, 
which recommended a compromise to end the blanket 
ban on avowed and suspected Communist speakers at the 
University of North Carolina.

• 1966 — Received N.C. Education Association School 
Bell Award for “distinguished service in the interpretation 
of education”; named NCEA Lay Woman of the Year in 
Education the following year.

• 1971 — Honored at community banquet Oct. 15, which 
was officially proclaimed Elizabeth Gold Swindell Day in 
the city of Wilson and Wilson County. 

• 1972 — Received the National Newspaper Association’s 
Emma C. McKinney Memorial Award, given for 
distinguished leadership.

• 1994 — Posthumously inducted into the North Carolina 
Journalism Hall of Fame.

Swindell



In my 36 years here (al-
most 37) I’ve seen so ma-
ny changes, from the way 
we do page design to the 
way we communicate.

There was no email 
when I came to work in 
1984. I wish I did remem-
ber the year we were as-
signed email addresses. 
I’m lisa@wilsontimes.
com. We used first names 
only because we figured 
we’d only be using email 
to communicate to each 
other within the compa-
ny. Oh my. What an un-
derestimation that was.

And I often think how 
easy research is now be-
cause we have the inter-
net and digital archives. 
Before that time, we’d 
go to the county library 
or our own newsroom 
library and look through 
books or old story clip-
pings for background 
and information.

I remember the skep-
ticism among the staff 
when editor Hal Tarleton 
explained to us that we 
would be converting to 
digital photography. The 
staff couldn’t imagine 
not having a darkroom. 
Couldn’t imagine not 

having film. Before digi-
tal photography, report-
ers had to rush in each 
morning to have film 
turned in so it could be 
processed and we could 
choose images to be 
printed for that day’s pa-
per. It was a long process. 
Now reporters can text 
me, as associate editor, a 
photo from the scene of 
breaking news, and I can 
have it online or ready 
for print in a matter of 
minutes. 

So much of what we do 
now is for a digital audi-
ence. We are doing our 
best to stay up with and 
stay ahead of the trends. 
Our stories are available 
on our website and social 
media sites as soon as 
they are written. 

We don’t have to wait 
a few days for the next 
publication. We can 
publish a photo gallery 
online and videos to ac-
company our stories. 
And thanks to our smart-
phones — another game 
changer in our profession 
— we can go live from 
the scene of big news 
events, such as the implo-
sion of the BB&T towers 
in December of last year. 
We love putting our read-
ers at the scene.

Although there have 
been so many changes 

for newspapers in our 
125-year history, we are 
still telling the news. 
Reporters still talk to the 

newsmakers, to artists, 
to business owners, to 
farmers, educators, law 
enforcement, you name 

it. We are still listening 
and still telling stories. 

So thankful that has 
never changed.

Lisa Boykin Batts was 
hired as Lifestyle reporter 
in 1984. She is now asso-
ciate editor.
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The Sept. 11 attacks happened just a few hours before deadline, when The Wilson Times was still an afternoon paper. 
The staff changed the front page and published as much information as was available at the time. The Wilson Times 
had complete coverage of the Sept. 11 attacks in the Sept. 12 edition, right.

continued from page 18

Batts:

Margaret Dickerman did her part in family business
By Lisa Boykin Batts
Updated from the Times  
Centennial Edition

Margaret Dickerman knew 
all of the major players in The 
Wilson Daily Times’ history. In 
fact, they’re all in the family.

Born Margaret Gold Swin-
dell, Nov. 2, 1922, in Wilson, 
she was the granddaughter of 
the newspaper’s founder, John 
Gold; daughter of beloved 
publisher and editor Elizabeth 
Swindell; and mother of the 
present CEO, Morgan Dicker-
man. Her husband, the late 
Paul Dickerman, was also as-

sociate publisher.
Margaret Dicker-

man said she didn’t 
have much contact 
with the paper in 
her early childhood, 
but that all started 
to change with the 
death of her father, 
Fred Dudley Swin-

dell, when she was just 11 years 
old. It was then that she and 
her mother, Elizabeth Swindell, 
moved in with Gold and his fam-
ily, and Elizabeth Swindell went 
to work at the newspaper office.

“I never did really have close 
contact with the Daily Times 

until my mother went to work,” 
Dickerman said in an interview 
in 1996, when the newspaper 
celebrated its centennial.

At the dinner table most 
nights, she said, someone 
would call to tell her grandfa-
ther that they didn’t get their 
paper. Then those around the 
table, including young Marga-
ret, would decide whose turn 
it was to deliver a newspaper. 
That was her first involvement.

It wasn’t until 1943, after 
graduating from St. Mary’s Col-
lege and Sweet Briar College, 
that Dickerman took a more ac-
tive role in the newspaper.

“Mother called me and said, 
‘I need someone to fill this job, 
and I want you to do it,” she 
recalled.

The job was Associated 
Press news editor. With the 
country in the middle of World 
War II, the news desk was an 
exciting place to be. She read 
article after article and wrote 
headlines for the stories. “That 
was fun and interesting,” she 
said. “It really was exciting to 
have that job.”

At that time, the Daily Times 
was located in a small build-
ing off an alley behind the 
courthouse. It was cramped 

quarters, she said, “but we all 
made out.”

Dickerman said she remem-
bers doing a lot of running up 
and down the stairs carrying 
copy to be set.

She also remembers several 
special editions and how the 
newspaper’s devoted staff would 
automatically rush back to work 
when a major news story broke 
— knowing a special edition 
would be published.

When President Franklin 
Roosevelt died, she said the 
staff had left for the day. But 

See MARGARET, Page 22
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when they heard the 
news, they headed back 
to the office and put out a 
special section.

And like in the movies, 
she said, the newspaper 
boys would hawk the edi-
tion in the streets: “Extra! 
Extra! Roosevelt dead; 
Truman president,” she 
said.

With her marriage to 
Paul Dickerman in 1945, 
Margaret Dickerman 
took a break from the 
newspaper with moves to 
Connecticut and Virginia. 
It was while she was 
away from Wilson that 
she had her four chil-
dren: Sarah Elizabeth, 
Alice Hall, Margaret Gold 
and Morgan Paul III.

Upon purchasing the pa-
per and becoming its edi-
tor and publisher, Swindell 
summoned her son-in-law, 
Paul Dickerman, to Wilson 
where he became associ-

ate publisher.
Still raising her children, 

Dickerman said she didn’t 
go to work at the news-
paper upon her return to 
town. But once her chil-
dren were in school, she 
had more time. So when 
her mother called one day 
and said a proofreader 
was out, Margaret Dicker-
man went down to the of-
fice to fill in.

This went on for quite 
a while, she said, adding 
she filled in wherever 
she was needed, even if 
she wasn’t familiar with 
the work. In addition to 
proofreading, she also 
worked in advertising 
and classified, she said.

After Paul Dickerman’s 
death in 1974, Margaret 
Dickerman got another 
call from her mother.

“She called and said, 
‘Come on down,’” she said.

Dickerman went to 
work every day then, 
helping out her mother 
where she was needed, 
in circulation or maybe 
production.

Quite often, she would 
travel with her mother 
to newspaper meetings. 
It was there that Dicker-
man could see just how 
much her mother was 
admired by her peers.

Dickerman said one 
of the most rewarding 
things in her life was 
having a mother people 
looked up to and re-
spected.

Before her mother’s 
death in 1983, the news-
paper moved from its 
downtown location to the 
company’s new $2.6 mil-
lion building on Downing 
Street Extension. Dicker-
man took an active inter-
est in this project. Not 
only did she help with the 
planning and designing, 
she was also respon-
sible for the decorating 
throughout the building.

Dickerman’s son was 
named president and 
publisher at his grand-
mother’s death, and she 
once again saw the torch 
passed. The mother and 
son were co-owners of 

the paper.
Seeing her son in 

charge of the family busi-
ness was a good feeling, 
said Margaret Dicker-
man, who was vice 
president of the company 
when the newspaper 
turned 100. She liked 
knowing son Morgan 
was continuing the fam-
ily business with the 
same philosophy of his 
grandfather.

“We want the people to 
feel like it’s their paper,” 
she said.

As with her family before 
her, Dickerman was in-
volved in several communi-
ty organizations including 
the Salvation Army, Wilson 
Community College and 
St. Timothy’s Episcopal 
Church. She attended Bible 
study in Rocky Mount and 
was a member of the Liter-
ary Guild.

Margaret Dickerman 
died in 2011 at age 88. 
She lived in Florida the 
last years of her life with 
daughter Margaret Dick-
erman Dempsey.

continued from page 21

Margaret: Paul Dickerman earned 
employees’ respect
By Claude Starling
Updated from the Times 
Centennial Edition

Morgan Paul Dicker-
man II spent but 17 
years in Wilson as as-
sociate publisher of The 
Wilson Daily Times but 
made his mark not only 
in journalism, but in ser-
vice to his community as 
well.

He was instrumental 
in three major expan-
sion projects of the 
newspaper, including its 
move to offset printing 
in 1967. His civic activi-
ties included leadership 
roles in the Chamber of 
Commerce, the Rocky 
Mount-Wilson Airport 
Authority, the Wilson 
County Technical Insti-
tute’s board of trustees 
and the Salvation Ar-

my’s advisory board.
Paul Dickerman was 

born in Wallingford, 
Connecticut, March 25, 
1918.

He was a 1940 gradu-
ate of Dartmouth and 
in World War II served 
aboard the U.S. aircraft 
carrier Cowpens in the 
South Pacific. His years 
at Dartmouth and his 
U.S. Navy service were 
dear to his heart and a 
continuous source of 
reminiscences. 

He met his wife-to-be, 
Margaret Gold Swindell, 
while he was attend-
ing naval classes at the 
University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
They married in 1945 
and had four children, 
including a son, Morgan 

See PAUL, Page 23
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Paul Dickerman III, who 
is CEO of The Wilson 
Times.

After the war, Paul 
Dickerman worked for 
10 years in the sales 
department of the Inter-
national Silver Company 
in Meriden, Connecticut. 
In 1957, he moved his 
family to Wilson and 
joined his mother-in-law, 
Elizabeth Gold Swindell, 
in the publication of The 
Wilson Daily Times.

In his new role as as-
sociate publisher, Dick-
erman assumed duties 
as general manager and 
oversaw a major expan-
sion of the newspaper in 
1959 and again in 1967 
when the Daily Times 
added more than 40,000 
square feet of space and 
purchased a 40-page 
offset press. He was in-
volved in a third expan-
sion of the newspaper’s 

facilities at the time of his 
death.

As associate publisher, 
Dickerman knew all of 
his employees well, earn-
ing their respect, and 
more often their friend-
ship.

Maurice Coble, one of 
the first African-Ameri-
can carriers for the Daily 
Times, credits Dicker-
man for bringing a new, 
progressive feeling to 
the newspaper. “He was 
very progressive,” Coble 
said in 1996, when the 
newspaper turned 100. 
“I admire him to this day. 
He was a good man.”

Former editor John 
Scott, writing about 
Dickerman after his 
death, said in a July 
19, 1974, editorial that 
“When Paul Dickerman 
died, members of the 
Daily Times newspaper 
‘family’ lost not only a 
co-employer, but a friend 
— a very busy man who 
always had time to lend 
a sympathetic ear to any 
employee with a prob-

lem.” 
Dickerman had also put 
down roots in the Wilson 
community. Scott, in that 
same editorial, noted 
“Wilson lost an adopted 
son who contributed 
much to the community 
during his 17 years he 
made this city his home.”

In his professional life 
with the newspaper, he 
served as president of 
the Eastern North Caro-
lina Press Association in 
1966, as director in 1967 
of the North Carolina 
Journalism Foundation, 
as director in 1969 and 
president in 1972 of the 
North Carolina Associ-
ated Press Club, as direc-
tor in 1971 of the North 
Carolina Press Associa-
tion and twice as chair-
man of the board of the 
Association of Afternoon 
Dailies.

Dickerman died follow-
ing a long illness on July 
16, 1974. His body was 
returned to his Connecti-
cut home in Wallingford 
for burial. 

continued from page 22

Paul:

Paul Dickerman and Elizabeth Swindell look at a newspaper in this painting that is 
displayed at the Times’ office on Nash Street. Lisa Boykin Batts | Times 
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